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FOREWORD

It is well known that in all parts of Mysote
eminent Sanskrit Pandits were specially encouraged
to settle down by the great Rulers of the Province;
and the author of this work Pandit Varadachar belongs
to a famous family of Pandits who settled down at
Mandikal about 150 years ago. Even in our own days
this little Village Mandikal in the Chickballapur Taluk
has produced three famous authors, whose works will
surely find a place in the classical Sanskrit literature
of our ancient country. All the three are the direct
disciples of a well known Srivaishnava Pandit Srceman
Venkataramacharya of Mandikal who abandoned his
mortal coil about 20 years ago.

2. Of these Pandits, Mandikal Ramasastry of
Mysore has already immortalised his name by writing
several excellent Sanskrit classical works of which two,
viz., Aryadharma Prakasika and Bhaimiparinaya are
already published. Our present author Pandit Varada-
char is the brother of the great teacher Sriman Venkata-
ramacharya and his work Sri Savitriparinayam is in
evidence to prove the great merit of the author. The
son of this Venkataramacharya, one Srirangacharya now
only a poor Sanskrit teacher in the Anglo-Vernacular
School at Chickballapur, has also written a very good
classical Sanskrit work named Sri Ramanuja Champuy,
which it is hoped will be shortly published.
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8. Thata small village like Mandikal has pro-
duced such good Pandits bears ample testimony to the
great zeal with which our ancient Sanskrit learning is
pursued even in our days. This clearly indicates the
wealth of the great authors and scholars of all grades
that our Country once possessed, and is still capable
of producing, if proper encouragement is given. Such
lovers of Sanskrit learning are also now reduced to
quite insignificant conditions in wordly prosperity, on
account ot the negligence and disregard displayed by
modern Indians in general and by English educated
Indians in particular, who are all more or less blinded
by the mere glare of the powerful Western mfluences.

4. Even under such unfavourable modern condi-
tions working against Sanskrit culture all over India
it is highly gratifying that the recent Rulers of our
little State of Mysore, have shown great solicitude to
encourage Sanskrit scholars. The substantial support
given by His Highness the late Sri Mummadi Krishna-
raja Wadaiyar of revered memory, is too well known
to require any mention. The very large number of
Inam Villages granted to Sanskrit scholars in all
branches, by this distinguished Ruler bears ample
testimony to his immortal love of Sanskrit learning,

5. A special impetus to the advancement of
Sanskrit by way of organised effort under modern lines,
was given by His lfighuners the late Chamarajendra
Wadaiyar of Mysore who established the great Sanskrit
College and the Victoria Jubilee Institute, both located
at Mysore. In the former a number of distinguished
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scholars are employed to give sound training to stu-
dents in all higher branches of Sanskrit learning, in
a manner by no means excelled in any other part of
this vast Indian Continent. In the latter,a number of
rare and ancient valuable Sanskrit works, have been
collected at great cost and trouble and many of these
are being published, under the designation of the
Mysore Government Oriental Library Series. Several
modern works written by distinguished authors also
find a place in these publications.

6. TFollowing in the foot steps of his worthy
ancestors our beloved Maharaja His Highness Sri
Krishnaraja Wadaiyar of Mysore, is also displaying
his very keen interest in the advauncement of all learn-
ing in general and of Sanskrit learning in particular.
It may be mentioned, without passing the bounds of
propriety due to the highly exalted position of our
beloved Maharaja, that the present work owes its
publication in the Oriental Library Series, entirely to
the great personal interest taken by His Highness the
Maharaja himself, who was graciously pleased to grant
a special interview to the old and venerable author
of this work, Sriman Varadachar.

7. His Highness was highly pleased at hearing
many passages from this work read out by the author
himself in loud and stentorious voice, a real gift in
an old man of over 80 years; and in token of the great
appreciation by His Highness, the author was present-
ed with a pair of excellent shawls together with a
handsome purse; and this rare Sanskrit work, Savitri
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parinaya, was at once ordered to be published at
Government expense by the Oriental Library. As a
further personal appreciation, His Highness was gra-
ciously pleased to appoint this old and venerable Sans-
krit scholar, as a Palace Pandit, though, alas! the
terrible Influenza of 1918 snatched away the recipient
of all these honours at his ripe age ol 85, at Mandikal,

8. With this introduction, only a few words are
necessary to show the great merit that can be {ound in
this valnable publication. The simple and well-known
story of Savitri and Satyavan is developed into a highly
classical work by the great skill and preficiency of the
author. He has taken advantage of every little in-
cident to introduce literary matter of high value into
his work. For instance, the capital town of Aswasena
has been described by our author as an ideal town
containing all that is necessary and desirable {or the
peace and prosperity of the people. Similarly the ideal
king, the ideal queen, the ideal mantri, the ideal sub-
jects, the ideal prince and princess are all most effectu-
ally described in highly classical and superior style.

9. The intensity of delineation thus secured adds
greatly to the attraction of the work. The heroine of
the work who is favoured by the special giace of the
Almighty Ruler of the world, is. as it were, placed in
a somewhat higher level than that of ordinary huma-
nity ; and similarly, all that is connected with her is
treated as ideally perfect, to serve as so many models,
each in its type, for the edification of the readers.
With such Divine Grace even impossible things are
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rendered possible as so effectively put by the great
Carlyle who had the eye to see Supernaturalism in
every little bit of Nature.

10. Once this supernatural power and influence
15 admitted, as fornung an efficient factor i the
selection and dehneation of human characters in
literary works, a special charm is infused into the lives
of such characters; and while the main springs under
which such characters are developed remain eminently
human, great scope is secured for the authors to
indulge in the intensity of delineation which is specially
required to move the readers, so as to produce what
our Sanskrit rhetoricians alone have so effectively
Cescribed as ““ Rasa Nishpatti” or emotional sway, by
which the reader is uncousciously influenced to follow
in the footsteps of the heroes and heroines of the
literary pieces put before him.

11. The great influence thus wielded by our
immortal and universal classical works, the Maha-
bharata and the Ramayana can only be realised by
opening these works with the key of such intensity
of delineation, so necessary for the success of any
literary work whatever, whether of the ancient East
or even of the modern West. Who does not know
that the ideal King and man is displayed in Sri-Rama,
the ideal queen and woman in Sita; the ideal brother
and friend in Lakshmana; the ideal servant and
devotee in Hanuman. Similarly also, the great brothers
of the Mahabharata represent, each a special human
characteristic, delineated most intensely and yet in
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eminently human colours. Dharma is all truth and
duty ; Bhima is all power and strength; Arjuna is all
skill and intellect and so forth.

12. Even in the modern literatuze of Europe
this great key ol intensity of delincation has been
accepted as necessary to produce any great influence
on the readers. Hamlet is all melancholy, Othello is
all jealousy, lago is all cunning and so forth. It is
this intensity of delineation, but with natural traits
common to all mankind, that forms the back-bone of
all high class literary work; and great credit is due
to our ancient Indian authors, whose example, as testi-
fied by many modern researches, has been followed by
the well-known writers of ancient Greece. On this
account the great literary works of India may be said
to constitute an important source of inspiration for all
high class literature of the world; from India to
Greece, and thence to Rome and the rest of Europe.

13. Similarly, the simple story of Savitri and
Satyavan has been rendered immortal as the means of
delineating ideal things and personages most beneficial
to human Society, and our author has kept this in
view in all the descriptions he has introduced into his
work, as noted above: If this central idea of securing
perfection in a literary work by producing emotional
sway in the reader is properly kept in view, then even
the hyperboles and far-fetched metaphors found in
the work will all be taken at their true worth and the
object with which such emballished descriptions are
introduced will be duly appreciated,
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14. Suffice it to say that the ideally pure life of
Savitri and the ideally human love she bore towards
Satyavan, the great intensity of her attachment to
her lord which was never in the least affected even
under the most adverse circumstances, have all been
very properly described by our author in highly classi-
cal and appropriate language. These ideal qualities of
the great Savitri have proved sufficient, even to move
the very God of death, who has once in his life broken
his own inevitable law of death. It is therefore quite
natural that under such ideal conditions, even the
ordinary readers should be unconsciously swayed to
admire and follow the high example of the great Savitri
as it has been aptly remarked, that imitation is the-
surest sign of admiration.

15. With such a powerful back-bone of a moral
lesson so beneficial to humanity combined with the
highly classical and literary style adopted for narrating
the incidents of the story, there is every reason to expect
that this valuable work of the venerahle Pandit Varada-
char of Mandikal will be read and appreciated in Jong
ages t> come, redounding to the liberal and high
minded patronage, so graciously extended to such a
deserving Pandit by our beloved Maharaja His

Highness Sri Krishnaraja Wadaiyar, the fourth of
Mysore.
RAJASABHABHOOSHANA
KARPUR SHRINIVASA RAO,

B.Sc, L.C.E., M.R.A S.,
¢ Vidya Bhushana,’

BANGALORE, ) Chairman of Sanskrit Board of Studaes,
6th February 1921. ] Mysore University,
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